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From Pastor Daniel: “As promised 
in earlier Harbinger Articles, I pres-
ent to you an updated snapshot of 
my time away. I hope you feel more 
informed after reading through 
this overview. Feel free to ask me 
any questions you may have. Also, 
please speak with Nancy Mathyer 
and Kim Brown, Sabbatical Tran-
sition Team Co-Chairs, or Council President Les Inch if 
you’d like more info on the recent Leadership Retreat 
(An adult Forum date will be upcoming to provide for 
questions and conversation about this event, and Nan-
cy Mathyer has written an article for this issue of the 
Harbinger to describe it) or the overall action plan for 
Grace. There is much for all of us to be thankful for, to 
be hopeful for and to dream about. God’s Peace.”  PD”

The theme of Pastor Daniel’s Lilly Sabbatical is ‘Strik-
ing the Rock: Energy for Evangelism,’ and it has two pri-
mary functions. The first is to be enriched by music 
education, music creation and music performance. 
The second is to experience a sustained time of fam-
ily refreshment and renewal with his wife Clare, and 
his children, Zora and Isaac. 

The reason a Lilly Grant was awarded was because PD 
articulated a desire to renew and redefine his min-
istry of playing live at bars and music venues in his 
clerical collar, acting as a public Christian in spaces 
where the institutional church rarely goes. This Sab-
batical time will therefore manifest itself in playing 
local live concerts where PD has the opportunity to 
share his faith and learn from the faith stories of oth-
ers. He hopes this will provide him the opportunity to 

maintain some sort of relevant mu-
sic ministry into the future when 
he returns full-time to Grace.

To meet the criteria stated in his 
grant application, Pastor Daniel 
will begin his sabbatical in earnest 
after a departure luncheon on Sun-
day, May 12th. At this catered lun-
cheon for the congregation (spon-

sored by funds from the Lilly Grant) this resource 
guide will be distributed to each member. It will like-
wise give everyone a chance to say farewell to Pastor 
Daniel, Clare, Zora and Isaac.

After a week of preparation, the family will fly to Paris, 
France, where they will immediately take a train to 
Montilly in central France where Clare’s brother, An-
drew, is currently living with his family. After a couple 
days of rest and visiting PD will take a train to Bar-
celona to attend the five-day Primavera Sound mu-
sic festival. Clare and the children will continue on to 
the Czech Republic, where Clare lived for five years in 
the 1990’s. After the Primavera Sound festival week, 
PD will take the train to the ecumenical prayer com-
munity of Taize, near Macon in France. He will spend 
a few days there in daily prayer, rest and meditation. 

PD then will meet up with Clare, Zora and Isaac in 
Prague, and they will continue on to the Sudetenland 
area of the Czech Republic, spending a week and a 
half as a family traveling through the countryside 
by train and by foot, as well as getting in touch with 
many of Clare’s longtime friends.

Since one of PD’s longtime friends, Mimi Mutumbo, 
will be in Paris this summer, after PD bids Clare and 
the children goodbye (they will remain in Europe for 
several more days to visit Clare’s family in Belgium 
and continue traveling in the Czech Republic) he 
will take a train back to Paris and meet up with Mimi 
where they will play music together at open mic ven-
ues in the city. Mimi and PD played together regularly 
at various spoken word/hip-hop/music events when 

The Sabbatical in Detail

Continued on next page
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Sabbatical, Continued 

PD lived and worked in Minneapolis in the 1990’s. It will be a fantas-
tic gift to play together again in such a far-off place.

PD will then board his plane back to Chicago, where he will begin 
several weeks of electric guitar instruction at the Old Town School 
of Folk Music. At the same time, he will continue rehearsing with his 
band to produce a new album of original music. They will record at a 
studio in Crystal Lake, IL in mid-July, and then mix, master and press 
the CD for distribution. 

Afterwards, PD will secure 2-3 dates to play local concerts and try 
out his new spread of songs and experiment with performing music 
ministry in earnest. 

THREADS OF GRACE
Ever think it might be fun to make doll clothes?  

If you can knit, crochet or sew, we have a proj-
ect for you! Come join us in making clothes for 
our local real  live dolls, the  Premie Babies at 
Evanston Hospital Nursery.   

Thanks to Diana Thorpe of Decatur, Alabama, we have new pat-
terns for a complete Premie Baby layette.  Diana, now a retired So-
cial Worker, created the patterns in the 1980’s for babies weighing  
between 2 &5 lbs.  In addition to Diana’s sewing patterns, we also 
have lots of knit and crochet patterns for caps, sweaters and blan-
kets.  Please see Gail Lamont to pick up some patterns and work 
at your own pace.  Our target date for completion and to have the 
items blessed is Sunday, June 30th.

Grace Leadership Retreat
“The Bread is already rising”

Matthew 13:33   Jesus also used this illustration: “The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like the yeast a woman used in making bread. Even though 
she put only a little yeast in three measures of 
flour, it permeated every part of the dough.”       
New Living Translation

“The Bread is already rising” was chosen as 
the theme of the Grace Leadership Retreat 
held March 15 and 16, 2013.  Twenty four Grace members assem-
bled at Techny Retreat center to examine how to grow as leaders 
and, like the yeast in bread, expand, encourage, and foster leader-
ship in others as well.  

Two excellent clergy facilitators - Pastor Erik Christiansen and Pas-
tor Tim Brown - helped the participants explore how to implement 
Relationship and Discipleship (R&D) - the concept introduced to 
Grace folks by PD in his January Harbinger article.  The group be-
came familiar with new vocabulary terms - ICNU, I wonder, I notice- 
that will develop into a shared language of leadership. 

“R &D” assists leaders to lead in a different way; by identifying in-
dividual gifts rather than delegating to fill a slot.   Leading with 
relationship power allows one to approach tasks in a different way.  
It allows one to celebrate the team, develop plans, and grow future 
leaders.   Relationships join our church together—our relationship 
with God, God’s relationship with us, and our relationships within 
our church community. 

The retreat participants divided into small work groups and dis-
cussed ways that R & D can be integrated into various ministries 
of Grace.  These ideas were then shared with all when the total 
assembly reconvened.  We concluded with a service celebrating 
time spent together and a challenge of spreading this philosophy 
to others in the congregation. 

An outcome from the Grace Retreat is the creation of a Sabbatical 
Resource Guide.  This booklet will be distributed to all Grace mem-
bers at Pastor Daniel’s farewell luncheon in May.  The guide con-
tains information that will be helpful in PD’s absence; listings such 
as the summer preaching schedule and who to call for assistance.    

Clare and the kids will have returned to Chicago long before then, 
and in August they will take time to go to PD’s parents’ farm in 
Lanesboro, Minnesota and Clare’s parents’ cabin in Copper Harbor, 
Michigan. 

When they return, PD and Clare will go hiking and camping for a 
few days and nights of marriage enrichment. Then, it will be time to 
transition back to full-time ministry at Grace.

PD will have meetings with Les Inch, Council Chair, Mark Bowman, 
Director of Music and Marie O’Brien, our Parish Administrator, dur-
ing the week of  September 3rd. He and his family will be officially 
welcomed back to Grace at worship on Sunday, September 8th. The 
Sabbatical Team will host another welcome back luncheon, where 
Grace and Pastor Daniel can begin to share our Sabbatical experi-
ences with one another.

April 22
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04/04 Logan Spies

04/08 Susan McDaniels

04/09 Peg Haar

04/09 Chloe Martinez

04/09 Ava Dodt

04/14 Connie Wood

04/16 Douglas Otte

04/21 Gennipha Rates

04/26 Dorothy Nagelbach

04/27 Marjorie Baptiste

Save the Date:  May 5, 2013 Annual Meeting  
and Potluck

On May 5, 2013, Grace will hold its Annual Meet-
ing. Please mark your calendar and plan to at-
tend. Among the items addressed will be elect-
ing the new Grace Council. Council Members 
Dorothy Nagelbach, Holly O’Connor, Jon Flaherty and Nate John-
son are completing the first year of their two-year term. Laura Wal-
ly and Les Inch are completing the second year of their two-year 
term and are interested in continuing on the Council for another 
term. Danielle Keifert, having served two years has decided to not 
seek re-election. Danielle has been a wonderful asset to the Coun-
cil in her leadership role as Education Liaison.  

Any Grace member interested in putting their name or the name 
of another member forward for the vacant seat or any Council seat 
please contact Les Inch at 847-507-5837 or linch679@gmail.com. 
Les will then present this nomination to the full Council serving as 
the Nominating Committee.  

Also, a new Treasurer will be elected at the May 5 meeting. John 
Wright is completing his commitment to serve as Treasurer for 
two years. John has provided countless hours and dedication to 
this role and leaves the position well organized for the next per-
son. In addition, the Treasurer has significant support from Grace’s 
well-functioning Finance Committee and the newly hired Parish 
Administrator assuming some financial duties.  Please contact Les 
Inch at 847-507-5837 or linch679@gmail.com if you would like to 
explore becoming Grace’s next Treasurer. This time-limited defined 
role provides a meaningful way to support a critical Grace ministry.  

Grace Book 
Group

The next book 
group will meet on April 7th, 
2013, from 3:00 - 5:00pm at   
Les and Rachel Stark Inch's 
home, 5837 N. Talman, Chicago, 
IL 60659. 773-728-6768. We will 
discuss The Heart is a Lonely 
Hunter by Carson McCullers. 

Reminders: 

Consider Grace Luncheon for 
those interested in membership, 
Sunday, April 21 after worship in 
Fellowship Hall

Annual Meeting and  
New Member Sunday is  

Sunday, May 5

Annual Meeting (Please get re-
ports in to Marie O’Brien as soon 
as possible to churchoffice@
graceevanston.org) on Sunday, 
May 5th after worship.

Sunday, May 12: 
PD and Family’s final Sunday 

before Sabbatical. 

There will be a catered Departure 
Celebration Luncheon for all in 
the Fellowship Hall after worship. 
A congregational resource guide 
will be handed out and questions 
answered about Grace’s time 
of renewal, development and 
exploration.

Tuesday, April 16th: Day of Faith 
in Action in Springfield to address 
issues of fair taxation, violence 
and economic justice! Come 
ride the bus with hundreds of 
other coalition partners from the 
Community Renewal Society. For 
more info and to confirm your 
attendance, please contact PD 
(pd@graceevanston.org) or Joe 
Flint at jflintlcpc@yahoo.com

Third Sundays =  Breakfast Groceries  
for Interfaith Action of Evanston 

On or before Sunday, April 21, 2013 please bring 
supplies of groceries for breakfast, or donate cash to 
buy the groceries.  The Third Sunday of every month, 
Grace Lutheran provides a week’s worth of break-
fast foods for the Interfaith Action of Evanston Hos-
pitality Center for the Homeless. During “Grace’s”  
week, April 21 - 26, Susan Murphy and her staff will  
provide breakfast daily for about 40 guests at the Center.

We shop for and deliver frozen waffles, 5 or more 
bags of citrus fruit, 60+ yogurt cups, oatmeal pack-
ets, 8 loaves of bread, butter, jams, syrup, milk, 
6 gallons of orange juice, 6 gallons of other fruit 
juices, graham crackers, saltine crackers,  snack 
crackers,  coffee cans and cream, 6-8 cream cheese 

packages, teabags, sugar, cocoa canisters  .....in quantity, needing 
enough for over 200 breakfasts in five days.   The shopping list 
usually amounts to  $160 -$200  
beyond whatever non-perish-
able items are donated.  

Communion Classes April 14th and 28th

Pastor Daniel will be leading Communion Classes for children after 
church on two Sundays in April. Every year these classes are open to 
those in grades 3 and up.

We will meet in the sanctuary for one hour after worship on Sunday, 
April 14th and Sunday, April 28th. Please plan to have your child there 
both Sundays.

The children will have a short rite of celebration of their Communion 
Classes on Sunday, May 5th, when we’ll acknowledge them during 
worship.
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April 7
Presiding .................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Preaching ..................................................................Jen Rude

Assisting Minister ..............................................Carolyn Utech

Lector .................................................................Mark Mathyer

Cantor ..................................................................Kelly Hackett

Acolyte .............................................................. David Thacker

Ushers .................... Jan Blackburn, Bob Shoaf & Cecilia Galicia

Coffee Hour................................................. Sue and Ron Graef 

Altar Care ........................................ Kelly Boon & Janet Wright

Nursery Care ....................................................... Dee Johnson

Altar Flowers ..............................................Dorothy Nagelbach

April 14
Presiding .................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen 

Preaching ................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen 

Assisting Minister ....................................................Ron Graef

Lector ....................................................................Ginny Ayers

Cantor ............................................................. Stephanie Kulke

Acolyte .............................................................Falosade Tawio

Ushers ........................................... Sydell Reeves, Ann Stevens

Coffee Hour..........................................Martha Fry & Bob Shoaf

Altar Care ........................................ Kelly Boon & Janet Wright

Nursery Care ................................  Nancy Schubert/Cici Galicia

Altar Flowers ..............................................Dorothy Nagelbach

April 21
Presiding .................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen 

Preaching ................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Assisting Minister ........................................ Rachel Stark Inch

Lector ............................................................. Christine Collins

Cantor ................................................................ Russ Kohnken

Acolyte ................................................................. Logan Spies

Ushers ........................................... Sydell Reeves, Ann Stevens

Coffee Hour.............................. Marilyn Mason & Nell Ferguson

Altar Care ................................. Susan Graef & Nancy Schubert

Nursery Care ........................................................Ann Stevens

Altar Flowers ....................................................... Dee Johnson

APRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULE
April 28

Presiding .................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Preaching ................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Assisting Minister .............................................. Amy Gillespie

Lector .......................................................................Sue Graef 

Cantor .....................................................Bonnie Gunzenhauser

Acolyte .................................................................. Zinzi Steele

Ushers ...................................... Larry Yarbrough & Joe Flaherty

Coffee Hour............................................... Bill & Jan Blackburn

Altar Care ................................. Susan Graef & Nancy Schubert

Nursery Care ........................................................ Nina Alvarez

Altar Flowers ......................................................... Jill Flaherty

Thinking about Joining Grace?
Every year it is our great pleasure to welcome new members to 
the ministry of Grace. If you are interested in participating, please 
email or speak to Pastor Daniel (pd@graceevanston.org) about 
coming to our New Member Luncheon on Sunday, April 21st at 
12:30pm, right after Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall. We will 
serve you a delicious lunch, give you a chance to meet other new 
attendees and congregational leaders, and learn more about what 
it means to be a member at Grace. You are not obligated to join 
if you attend the luncheon. If, after participating in the luncheon, 
you would like to join with us in upholding our core Christian val-
ues of Affirmation, Courage and Care, we invite you to join us at 
New Member Sunday to be held on Sunday, May 5th, the day 
of Grace’s Annual Meeting.

Worship Notes: April
50 days of festivals and celebration. 50 days of rest and renewal. 50 
days of meditation and reflection. 50 days of leave, after birthing a 
new life with the resurrected Christ.

That’s the season of Easter. It boasts 10 more days than Lent, be-
cause our rejoicing should eclipse our fasting by a healthy margin, 
Amen? 

Why 50 total days for the season? Seven days multiplied by seven 
weeks (both biblical numbers) = 49, plus one more day of celebra-
tion for good measure. 

A little cherry of grace to top it all off. 

Let’s enjoy it!

- PD

Adult Education: Art and Liturgy
Megan Sawyer, one of our MIC Students from the Lutheran School 
of Theology in Chicago, will be hosting a three-part Adult Educa-
tion course on Art and Liturgy. Please join her on these Sundays 
in April: The 14th, 21st and 28th at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall.

Save the Date, and Help End Hunger:   
North Shore CROP Hunger Walk, in Evanston, Sunday 
afternoon, October 20, 2013 sponsored by Church 
World Service and our North Shore local committee.  
Sign on to assist;  lots of volunteers needed!  Speak 
with Helen Yarbrough if you have any questions.
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FEBRUARY 2013 ISSUE

NIGHTLIGHTS

Providing housing, health care and human 
connection to members of our community struggling 

with poverty or homelessness for over 36 years.

Youth Parliament Teaches Leadership, Job Skills

In 2010, The Night Ministry’s Youth 
Outreach Team wanted to get youth 
more involved in program develop-
ment.  They saw that many of the 
youth The Night Ministry worked 
with would benefit from developing 
their leadership skills, and so Youth 
Outreach Coordinator Jen Rude, in 
conjunction with another staff mem-
ber, started Youth Parliament.  The 
group has been a huge success, and 
already over 22 youth have complet-
ed the leadership program.

Youth Parliament works in 3-month 
sessions, and 5-7 young people par-
ticipate in each session.  To be ac-
cepted, youth submit an application 

and participate in an interview with 
The Night Ministry’s staff.  Once ac-
cepted into the program, youth com-
plete three goals a week to earn their 
weekly stipend:

1. Youth Parliament members meet 
weekly with staff from The Night 
Ministry, where they take turns 
facilitating meetings, taking 
notes, and leading workshops on 
leadership, team building, de-
escalating conflict, job interview 
skills, and more.

2. Youth have the opportunity 
to meet 1-on-1 with a Youth 
Outreach staff member from 
The Night Ministry to work on 

special skills or goals, such as 
getting back into school or man-
aging relationships effectively.

3. Each young person has a weekly 
volunteer shift, where they help 
out at the Youth Outreach Van as 
a hospitality specialist (with our 
volunteer food service groups), 
pass out hygiene kits, or plan 
special activities, such as Pride 
Week celebrations.

If youth meet each of their three 
weekly goals, they receive a 7-day 
CTA pass, $20 Target gift card, or 
$20 Jewel-Osco gift card.  “Youth 
Parliament leaders get a name tag 
when they volunteer at the Youth 
Outreach Van.  It helps them to feel 
productive, and that they have a role, 
and are a part of a team,” Jen said.  

While some youth participate in just 
one 3-month session, others partici-
pate in back-to-back sessions.  The 
Youth Parliament positions grow as 
the youth grow—meaning that their 
leadership roles get more involved 
the longer they participate.  “They get 
some concrete skills around facilitat-
ing a meeting, working on a team, 
following through with commit-
ments, and setting goals,” Jen said.  
“The young people in the program 
really get a lot of satisfaction from 
serving their community, and serv-
ing other youth who are experiencing 
homelessness.”  
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Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.
                             - John Wesley

World Malaria Day on April 25th 
In sub-Saharan Africa there is a disease that kills more people than 
war or malnutrition. Each year 200 million to 300 million people 
become infected, many multiple times, and 655,000 people die. 
What is this dreaded disease? Malaria.

The good news is that malaria is treatable and preventable. In fact, 
it has been essentially eliminated from many nations across the 
world, including the United States. The ELCA Malaria Campaign 
has the goal of raising $15 million by 2015 to contain this deadly 
disease.

World Malaria Day on April 25th (http://www.worldmalariaday.
org/home_en.cfm ) is designed to bring awareness about Malaria's 
deadly impact. Grace will be observing this on Sunday, April 28th 
by offering a courage fund matching grant to give to the ELCA Ma-
laria Campaign.  
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Harms Woods Forest Preserve
Meet at the Forest Preserve parking lot on the west side 

of Harms Road, just south of Glenview Road. Come dressed for the woods. 

S owing Seeds of Care

(Opening religious ceremony at 1:15 PM.)

Most of the original landscape of the Chicago 
region was lost before 1900, due to agriculture. 
Then, the vision of farsighted Chicago leaders from 
the early 1900s created a vast system of over 
200,000 protected acres throughout our region. 

Today these precious landscapes are threatened. 
Development sprawl, loss of habitat, and fragmen-
tation of remaining habitat has put many species at 
risk. Much of the scenic beauty and the rich variety 
of ecosystems in our forest preserves has also 
declined significantly with the encroachment of 
invasive plant species, largely due to the suppres-
sion of natural processes such as fire. 

Ecological restoration is about reversing human-
caused degradation. In order to restore ecosystems, 
invasive plants often must be removed and natural 
processes that have been repressed must be reintro-
duced. 

Habitat restoration is FUN! It is an activity appro-
priate for young people (generally ten and older) 
and senior citizens. This habitat restoration after-
noon will offer two alternative activities: pulling up 
Garlic Mustard plants and sowing seeds of native 
species that were collected last fall. 

For more informat ion ca l l S teve Perkins a t 
(773)269-4055, or email to: steve@cnt.org. We’d 
like to know how many people are coming. But, 
most important, just come. Remember, the short 
religious ceremony will start at about 1:15.

Hands-on Habitat Restoration
with the Evanston Interreligious
Sustainability Circle
SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 2013 • 1-4
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April Calendar
Every Sunday 10:45 Worship followed by coffee hour

  Sunday School During Worship

April 22 - New Member Lunch

April 27 - Youth Trip Fundraiser Dinner

May 13 - New Member Sunday / Mother’s Day

May 20 - Annual Meeting

Grace Lutheran Church of Evanston
1430 South Blvd.  
Evanston, IL 60202
Voice: 847.475.2211
Fax: 847.869.9442

Grace Church Council
Les Inch, Chair,  

Jon Flaherty, Nathan Johnson, Danielle Keifert,  
Dorothy Nagelbach, Holly O’Connor, Laura Wally Find us at GraceEvanston.org


